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The EPA's proposed cleanup of the Pohl:uid Harbor is :i big ""in for industry and a b::id deal for 
the public. The draft cle::inup pla~elies too much on -monitored nntural recovery,~ a ·'do 
nothing• strategy that ]~aves pollution in the river in the hopes that it \ '1ill either be covered 

·_.Direr or flushed downstream. A more-aggressive clennup plan is needed to prevent continued 
barm to human health and the environment. On be half of all people who rely on the tiver for 
food, recreation, employment, cultu re, and wildlife viewing opport11nities, I recommend: 

1) 1bat at least 1,00 0 acres of polluted sediment be removed from tlle river. 
2) The Cleanup Plan must resul t in tl1e removal of the Fish Consumption Advisory so that 

eating fish from the Lower Willamette is just as safe as eating fish from anywhe re else in U1e 
Willamette River System and th is mus t occur within a i o - 20 year t ime frame. 

3) Toxic d redged sediments must be taken to an appropriate landfill. Creating a toxic waste 
disposal d ump in our river is not acceptable . • 

4) Entities with liability for the pollution must be held accountable and pay for a 
comp1·ehensive cleanup t hat will p rotect the health of our communities, ou r environment and 
our wildlife. 

The se clements get us clo.<ier to the p lan o\lr communities d eserve. 
And I desene a-deal!> s afe Por tland H arbor. 
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Dennis McLerran, 
Regional Administrator 

EPA - Region to 
1200 6th Ave., Suite 900 

Seattle, liVA.98101 




